
 
 

WILLIAM HASTINGS “BILL” BARRY 
 
 
Rev. William Hastings “Bill” Barry, 78, died February 26, 2021, at his home in 
Fordland, Missouri.  Bill was born and raised in Pensacola, Florida, and was a lifelong 
member of Gadsden Street United Methodist Church. He was active in all of the 
programs of the church, beginning in the nursery as a baby, to Sunday school in the 
elementary grades, graduating into the junior high and senior high School youth 
programs, and spending every available minute possible at our church camp, Blue 
Lake United Methodist Church Camp, Andalusia, Alabama. Our family, along with 
other families of our church and conference, were charter members in the formation of 
this camp and we were fortunate to supplement our formal Spiritual development 
there. 
 
Bill graduated from Pensacola High School, Class of 1960, and while in high school, 
he received his license to preach in 1958 at the age of 16, and was the youngest of  
Rev. “Red” Hildreth’s “preacher boys”. This was the official launching of Bill’s long 
and fruitful ministry in the United Methodist Church. 
 
After high school, Bill attended Asbury College, Wilmore, KY, class of 1964, 
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree, Asbury Theological Seminary for one 
year, 1965, and then graduated from Emory University, Chandler School of Theology, 
Atlanta, GA, class of 1967, with a Master of Divinity Degree.  
 
Bill Served in the Ordained Ministry of the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the 
United Methodist Church for over 40 years, retiring in 2003. After retirement, he 
moved to Missouri to live with his parents and sister. In 2006, the family moved to 
Krebs, Oklahoma, the birthplace of his mother, and, during the seven years there, Bill  



was active in several churches: Grace UMC, Krebs; St Joseph’s Church, Krebs; 
Savanna UMC, and Foyil UMC.  He will long be remembered by the multitude of 
friends he made along his journey.   
 
In 2013, Bill returned with the family to their family farm in Fordland, MO. He was a 
charter member at the family farm chapel, Promised Land Ministries and Community 
Chapel, Fordland, MO, and was active in all of its ministries. He was a member at the 
Marshfield United Methodist Church, Marshfield, MO, and an affiliate member at the 
Fordland United Methodist Church, Fordland, MO. He taught Sunday school at both 
churches and was active in Marshfield Lions Club. Bill served as an official Asbury 
Seminary mentor to his sister, Madlyn, during her seminary education, was a life-long 
scholar of the Bible and was proficient in the Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic languages. 
 
Bill is survived by his daughter, Elizabeth Barry Andrus and her husband Ben; his 
son, Christopher Douglas Barry, his sister, Rev. Dr. Madlyn Barry Ruch, four 
grandchildren, four nieces and one nephew, ten great and great-great nieces and 
nephews, and many cousins and friends. 
  
Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Robert “Bob” Barry and Minnie Rich 
(Barry), and his niece Mary Angela Coleman.   
 
In lieu of formal memorial services, the family requests Gadsden Street United 
Methodist Church, Pensacola, Florida, Grace United Methodist Church, Krebs, 
Oklahoma, Fordland United Methodist Church, Fordland, Missouri, Marshfield 
United Methodist Church, Marshfield, Missouri, and any others who were touched by 
Bill's love and ministry, to celebrate Bill's life on Sunday, April 11, 2021, by singing a 
selection of his favorite hymns: "When the Roll is Called Up Yonder", "Amazing 
Grace", and "How Great Thou Art", in his memory.  
 
Bill will be laid to rest in the Promised Land Community Chapel Cemetery at the 
family farm, Fordland, MO, beside his parents, Minnie and Bob Barry, and his 
brother-in-law, David Ruch.  
 
If you would like to give a gift in Bill's memory, please remember Blue Lake United 
Methodist Camp of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, Andalusia, Alabama, or 
one of the above mentioned churches. 
 
The body has been cremated under the care of J.D. Lee and Sons Funeral Home, 
Rogersville. 
 
 


